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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in response to tlie Amendment filed on 5/10/2004. Claims 3, 6, 7, 19, 
20, 22 and 42 are canceled. Claims 1,2,4, 5, 8-1 8. 21 . 23-41 , 43, 44, 86-93 and new 
claims 94-98 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



3. Claims 90-93 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hitchings Jr. (hereafter Hitchings). US pat. No.6,594,484. 
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As to claim 90, Hitchings disclose a mobile information network browser device (106 
fig.l ) with audio feedback capability, the information network comprising a plurality of 
network servers, the browser device comprising: 

a communication interface (104 fig.l) operable to receive data from at least 
one of the network servers (114 fig.l ) (see abstract, fig.l , col.6 line 43 to col .7 line 45). 

a mobile audio device (106 fig.l ) operable to receive the data from the 
communication interface, the mobile audio device being further operable to convert the 
data to an audio signal to a telephone (i.e., using server module for converting from the 
first communications protocol to the second communications protocol and storing a list 
of scripts received from users to establish the communication between the proxy server 
device and the wireless communications devices, see also fig.2A, col.2 lines 3-61 and 
col.9 line 15 to col. 10 line 67). 

As to claims 91-93, Hitchings discloses mobile audio device is controlled with voice 
commands, control switches and is operable to receive the data from a wireless 
communication network (see figs.2A, 2B, coL9 line 15 to col. 10 line 67 and col.1 1 line 
25tocol.12line49). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the 
various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were 
made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 
37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not 
commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 8-18, 21, 23 and 86-89 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hitchings in view of Logan et al. (hereafter Logan), US pat. 
No.5,732,216 

As to claim 1. Hitchings discloses a mobile information network browser device (106 
fig.1 ) with audio feedback capability, the information network comprising a plurality of 
network servers, the browser device comprising: 

a wireless communication interface (using two-way wireless communication 
device106 fig.1) operable to transmit data to a network server (network gateway server 
114 fig.1 ) and to receive data from the network server (see abstract, fig.1 , col. 6 line 43 
to coL7 line 45). 

an audio interface (using 126 fig.1 to allow users of the wireless client device to 
retrieve and reply voice mail messages) operable to receive data from the wireless 
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communication interface, wherein the data transmitted to the network server includes a 
request for information, and the data received from the network server includes 
information responsive to the request (see also fig.2A, col.7 line 5 to coL8 line 65 and 
col.9line15tocol.10line67), 

Hitchings does not specifically disclose an audio converter and a short-range radio. 
However, Logan disclose an audio converter, the audio converter being operable to 
receive the information responsive to the request, the audio converter being further 
operable to convert the responsive information to an audio signal [in fig.1, implementing 
a program data stored at 107 may advantageously include compressed audio 
recordings and/or text (files of characters) which may be converted into audio form by 
conventional speech synthesis programs, see coL3 lines 23-54 and col. 5 lines 6-44] and 
further discloses a short range radio, wherein the audio converter outputs the audio 
signal to the short rage radio, the short range radio being operable to broadcast the 
audio signal to a channel on a car audio (using a "player" computer may be linked to the 
Internet via a local communications server computer via a radio or infrared link when the 
car is parked at the subscriber's home or office, see fig.1 , col.6 line 27 to col.7 line 2 
and col.39 lines 6-to col.40 line 30). It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the Invention was made to utilize Logan's an audio converter 
and a short- range radio into the computer system of Hitchings to provide playback 
audio capabilities because it would have provided a suitable data transmission 
capabilities and exchanged information in the form of audio recordings over the Internet. 
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As to claim 2, HItciiings discloses a voice interaction system (using voice mail system 
126 flg.1 ) to recognize commands from a user's speech input for interaction with the 
browser device including the request for Information (i.e., using server module for 
converting from the first communications protocol to the second communications 
protocol and storing a list of scripts received from users to establish the communication 
between the proxy server device and the wireless communications devices) (see col.2 
lines 3-61 and col.9 line 15 to col.10 line 67). 

As to claim 4, Hitchings discloses at least one audio converter outputs the audio signal 
to at least one audio speaker (placing the mobile device to a voice mode, see col. 14 
lines 10-62). 

As to claims 5 and 8, Hitchings does not specifically disclose a converter output the 
audio signal to a set of headphones and a cassette adapter. However, the use of those 
devices (a converter output the audio signal to a set of headphones and a cassette 
adapter) is generally well known in the art as disclosed by Logan (see col. 3 line 42 to 
ocl.4 line 26, col.6 line 9 to col. 7 line 2 and col.9 lines 6-54). It would have been 
obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
implement those well known devices of Logan into the computer system of Hitchings to 
process data transaction over the network because it would have provide more 
utilizations of the computer system in the network and enabled users to record or to 
upload audio messages to other identified users or to the host system. 
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As to claim 9-13, Logan discloses a microphone for receiving the speech input from the 
user, converting the responsive information from a text format to an audio format 
changing a plurality of predetermined formats into the voice transaction (using server 
module for converting from the first communications protocol to the second 
communications protocol), the first program instructions are loaded and executed in the 
network server and the audio interface (see figs.2A, 2B-4, col.2 lines 3-61 and col. 9 line 
15 to col. 10 line 67). Hitchings does not specifically disclose a converter output the 
audio signal to a data storage medium. Logan discloses a converter output the audio 
signal to a data storage medium (see col.3 line 42 to ocl.4 line 26, col.6 line 9 to col.7 
line 2 and col.9 lines 6-54). It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to implement those well known devices of 
Logan into the computer system of Hitchings to process data transaction over the 
network because it would have provide more utilizations of the computer system in the 
network and enabled users to record or to upload audio messages to other identified 
users or to the host system. 

As to claims 14-17, Hitchings does not specifically disclose using encrypting/ decrypting 
data information, and compressing/de compressing data information. However, those 
teachings are generally well known in the art as disclosed by Logan (see fig.1, col.3 line 
23 to col.4 line 37, col.5 line 7 to col.6 line 35 and col. 10 line 39 to col.1 1 line 67). It 
would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
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was made to utilize Logan*s teachings into the computer system of Hitchings to process 
data information because it would have enabled users to distribute, collect and 
exchange information in the forms of data recordings in the computer network (see 
Logan's col. 1 lines 29-65 and col.3 lines 23-54). 

As to claims 18 and 21, Hitchings discloses the browser device to playback the 
responsive information and an input buffer for storing the responsive information until 
the audio converter processes it (see col. 12 line 50 to col. 13 line 67). 

As to claim 23, Hitchings discloses a position-keeping system for providing the 
geographic location of the browser device to the network server via the wireless 
communication network, wherein the responsive information is based on the location of 
the browser device (see col.9 lines 16-67 and col.14 line 21 to col.15 line 58). 

As to claim 86, Hitchings disclose a mobile information network browser device with 
audio feedback capability, the information network comprising a plurality of network 
servers, the browser device comprising: 

a communication interface (104 fig. 1) receives data from at least one of the 
network servers (1 14 fig.1) (see abstract, fig.1, col. 6 line 43 to col. 7 line 45). 

a mobile audio device (106fig.1) operable to receive the data from the 
communication interface, the mobile audio device being further operable to convert the 
data to an audio signal (i.e., using server module for converting from the first 
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communications protocol to the second communications protocol and storing a list of 
scripts received from users to establish the communication between the proxy server 
device and the wireless communications devices, see also fig.2A, col,2 lines 3-61 and 
col.9 line 15 to col. 10 line 67). 

Hitchings does not specifically disclose outputting data to a car radio. However, an 
Official Notice is taken that the uses of those devices are generally well known in the art 
(taking the Logan reference for example, Logan discloses the applicant's claimed 
invention by using a "player" computer may be linked to the Internet via a local 
communications server computer via a radio or infrared link when the car is parked at 
the subscriber's home or office, see fig.1 . col.6 line 27 to col. 7 line 2 and col. 39 lines 6- 
to col.40 line 30). It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to implement those well known devices into the 
computer system of Hitchings to process data transaction over the network because it 
would have provide more utilizations of the computer system in the network. 

As to claims 87-89, Hitchings discloses mobile audio device is controlled with voice 
commands; control switches and is operable to receive the data from a wireless 
communication network (see figs.2A, 2B, col.9 line 15 to col. 10 line 67 and col. 11 line 
25 to col. 12 line 49). 
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6. Claims 24-41 , 43 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hitchings and Logan as in item 5 above and further in view of 
Garceran et al. (hereafter Garceran), U.S. Pat. No.6,552,888. 

As to claim 24, Hitchings discloses a portable browser system with feedback capability 
for browsing an information network comprising: 

at least one data processor (1 14 fig.1) in communication with the wireless 
communication network, the at least one data processor being operable to execute first 
program instructions for receiving a user's input (inputs from mobile device 106 fig.1), 
second program instructions for requesting information from the information network 
(see abstract, fig.1, col.6 line 43 to col. 7 line 45). 

third program instructions for receiving responsive information from the 
information network, and fourth program instructions for transmitting the responsive 
information received from the information network (see col, 7 line 5 to col. 8 line 65). 

an audio output device (138 fig.1) operable to receive the responsive 
information from the data processor, the audio output device being further operable to 
output the responsive information to the user in audio format (i.e., using server module 
for converting from the first communications protocol to the second communications 
protocol and storing a list of scripts received from users to establish the communication 
between the proxy server device and the wireless communications devices, see also 
fig.2A, col.2 lines 3-61 and col.9 line 15 to col.10 line 67). 

Hitchings does not specifically disclose an audio converter and a short-range radio. 
However, Logan disclose an audio converter, the audio converter being operable to 
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receive the information responsive to the request, the audio converter being further 
operable to convert the responsive information to an audio signal (in fig.1 , implementing 
a program data stored at 107 may advantageously include compressed audio 
recordings and/or text (files of characters) which may be converted into audio form by 
conventional speech synthesis programs, see col,3 lines 23-54 and col. 5 lines 6-44) 
and further discloses a short range radio, wherein the audio converter outputs the audio 
signal to the short rage radio, the short range radio being operable to broadcast the 
audio signal to a channel on a car audio (using a "player" computer may be linked to the 
Internet via a local communications server computer via a radio or infrared link when the 
car is parked at the subscriber's home or office, see fig.1 , col.6 line 27 to col. 7 line 2 
and col. 39 lines 6-to col.40 line 30). It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize Logan's an audio converter 
and a short- range radio into the computer system of Hitchings to provide playback 
audio capabilities because it would have provided a suitable data transmission 
capabilities and exchanged information in the form of audio recordings over the Internet. 
Neither Hitchings nor Logan discloses a position-keeping operable to determine the 
location of the portable device and a location processor to issue an alert when the 
potable browser system is approaching an area where there is an incidence of wireless 
data communication loss greater than a pre-selected threshold. However, Garceran 
discloses a position-keeping operable to determine the location of the portable device 
and a location processor to issue an alert when the potable browser system is 
approaching an area where there is an incidence of wireless data communication loss 
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greater than a pre-selected threshold (see Garceran's abstract, figs.6A, 6B, col.col.9 
lines 5-58 and col.1 1 line 36 to col. 12 line 63). It would have been obvious to one of the 
ordinary skill in the art at the tinne the invention was made to implement Garceran's 
teachings into the computer system of Hitchings to process wires data information 
because it would have determined coverage in a wireless communications systems 
using location information for a wireless unit and the wireless communications in 
association with the location information. 

Claims 25 and 26 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in claims 2 and 3 
respectively. 

Claims 27-31 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in claims 4, 8, 9, 5 and 6 
respectively. 

Claims 32, 34, 35, 37, 43-44 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in claims 10, 
1 1, 12, 18. 23 and 21 respectively. 

As to claims 33 and 36, Hitchings discloses a telephone in communication with the 
voice interaction system for receiving the user's speech input and instructions are 
loaded and executed in the data processor (see figs.2A, 2B, col.9 line 15 to col.1 0 line 
67 and col.1 nine 25 to col. 12 line 49). 

Claims 38-41 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in claims 14-17 respectively. 
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7. Claims 94-96 and 98 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hitchings in view of Garceran. 

As to claim 94, Hitchings discloses a portable browser system for browsing an 
information network via wires communication comprising: 
Computer executable logic instructions operable for: 

Receive a user's input and request information from the information network 
based on the user's input (receiving inputs from mobile device 106 fig.1) (see abstract, 
fig. 1 , col.6 line 43 to col.7 line 45). 

Receive responsive information from the information network and a transmitter 
operable to broadcast data based on the responsive information received from the 
information network based the responsive information network for output on a channel 
of a car radio (using a "player" computer may be linked to the Internet via a local 
communications server computer via a radio or Infrared link when the car Is parked at 
the subscriber's home or office, see fig.1 , col.6 line 27 to col.7 line 2 and col.39 lines 6- 
to col.40 line 30). 

Hitchings does not specifically disclose a position-keeping operable to determine the 
location of the portable device and a location processor to issue an alert when the 
potable browser system is approaching an area where there is an incidence of wireless 
data communication loss greater than a pre-selected threshold. However, Garceran 
discloses a position-keeping operable to determine the location of the portable device 
and a location processor to issue an alert when the potable browser system is 
approaching an area where there is an incidence of wireless data communication loss 
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greater than a pre-selected threshold (see Garceran's abstract, figs.6A, 6B, col.col.9 
lines 5-58 and col.1 1 line 36 to col. 12 line 63). It would have been obvious to one of the 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement Garceran's 
teachings into the computer system of Hitchings to process wires data information 
because it would have determined coverage in a wireless communications systems 
using location information for a wireless unit and the wireless communications in 
association with the location information. 

As to claim 95, Garceran discloses accessing a database of information regarding the 
incidence of data loss in an area (see col.1 2 line 12 to col.1 3 line 60). It would have 
been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
implement Garceran's teachings into the computer system of Hitchings to process wires 
data information because it would have determined coverage in a wireless 
communications systems using location infonnation for a wireless unit and the wireless 
communications in association with the location information. 

As to claims 96 and 98, Garceran further discloses allowing user to indicate whether to 
wait to transmit the responsive information to the car radio until the reception improves 
(see col.12 line 12 to col.13 line 60 and col. 14 lines 12-59). It would have been obvious 
to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement 
Garceran's teachings into the computer system of Hitchings to process wires data 
information because it would have determined coverage in a wireless communications 
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systems using location Information for a wireless unit and the wireless communications 
in association with the location information. 

8. Claim 97 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hitchings and Garceran as in item 7 above and further in view of Hahn et al. (hereafter 
Hahn), U.S. Pat. No.6,078,825. 

Hitchings and Garceran's teachings still applied as in item 7 above. Neither Hitchings 
nor Gaceran discloses an adapter plug insertable in an automobile cigarette lighter to 
supply power to the device. However, Hahn discloses an adapter plug insertable in an 
automobile cigarette lighter to supply power to the device (see col.6 lines 7-62). It 
would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to implement Hahn's device into the computer system of Hitchings to provide 
power source to network devices because it would have allowed users to charge their 
handheld devices with the same cable when disconnected from an external power 
source. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed on 5/1 0/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

• Applicant asserts that the cited references do not disclose an audio converter 
and a short range radio, 
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Examiner respectfully disagrees. Logan disclose the applicant's claimed 
invention by implementing a program data stored at 107 may advantageously include 
compressed audio recordings and/or text (files of characters) which maybe converted 
into audio form by conventional speech synthesis programs (see col.3 lines 23-54 and 
col. 5 lines 6-44) and further discloses a short range radio, wherein the audio converter 
outputs the audio signal to the short rage radio, the short range radio being operable to 
broadcast the audio signal to a channel on a car audio (using a "player" computer may 
be linked to the Internet via a local communications server computer via a radio or 
infrared link when the car is parked at the subscriber's home or office, see fig. 1, col. 6 
line 27 to col. 7 line 2 and col.39 lines 6-to col.40 line 30) as rejected above. 

• Applicant request additional reference to stiow the outputting data to a car 
radio. 

Examiner respectfully point out that the cited Logan reference discloses the 
applicant's claimed invention by using a "player" computer may be linked to the 
Internet via a local communications server computer via a radio or infrared link 
when the car is parked at the subscriber's home or office (see fig. 1, col.6 line 27 to 
col. 7 line 2 and col.39 lines 6-to col.40 line 30). 



Therefore, the examiner asserts that cited pnor art teaches or suggests the subject 
matter broadly recited in independent claims 1, 24, 86 and 90. Claims 2. 4, 5, 8-18, 21, 
23, 25-41, 43, 44, 87-89 and 92, 93 are also rejected at least by virtue of their 
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dependency on independent claims and by other reasons set forth in the previous office 
action [mailed on 2/9/2004]. Accordingly, claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 8-18, 21, 23-41, 43, 44 and 
86-93 are respectfully rejected. 

Conclusion 

7. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5. 8-18, 21, 23-41, 43, 44 and 86-98 are rejected. 

1 0. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh Dinh whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
8528. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.m. 
to 5:00 P.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung, can be reached on (703) 308-8867. The fax phone number 
for this group is (703) 872-9306. 

A shortened statutory period for reply is set to expire THREE months from 
the mailing date of this communication. Failure to response within the period for 
response will cause the application to become abandoned (35 U. S, C , Sect 133). 
Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1. 136(A). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305 -9600. 
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